OW 10 target Jourmals

Steve Wallace
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Outline el Speech

+ Review journal guidelines tordeterminewnatiine
1
dp)

off papers jourmnals areleekin

+ Avoid two things'in'a paper
reviewers angry.

+ Use an academic social network toincrease youl:
chance of acceptance

+ Identify journals with rising; and fialling impact

factors. |

+ Cite references politely to earn better reviews.

+ Identify the three types of academic journals

+ Select and target journals while identifying those
where you probably won‘t be accepted.

s
J'.'.'
J=)e JWJ YSHake
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Collgge =t gaal of gaisniizl journ:ls for gzen
zirigle

+ For eacn paper;, collecta Pool ol
potential journals.

+ 1) Do not submit twe PAPENS Lo the

same journal in twoe moenths

espeually if the twor articles Jré

related

g,z,) | Edltors prefer to publish two,
articles by different authors.

+ 3) Better for your CV
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Collecting yeuFpoe!

+ Keywords

+ Relatedness metrics
+ Reference

* Scep;kls

+ Aims and scope

+ Editor’s letter
+ Reviewing the journal
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SENUNOUTFESEANCHNHENEN OUNIEVENIE
flicjnesit arfoaziolliny ior ouolicaiior).

+ Sometimes! jouknals nave piasesiane

+Che;:k past issues of |
How many Chinese

find?

+ Preferences are known; bia
difficult to detect.
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(L

+ Do homework onljournals:
g - J 4 4t

+ Submit paper to aljournalswithrarGsing
Impact factor and higher aceceptancCerrates:
avo’itl;\declining journalss withrlow

acceptance and diminishingimpactidctor:
+ Could cause the journal to be'removed
- from the SSCI and SCI ranking.
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ldentifying jouralSAWItRIISIRENINPACINACIONS

+ Good specialt (JJJITJJJ IMpact factors arerrising:

+ General journal’s imMpact factors, EXCEPL o a iEW,
at the top, are expected to decling

+ In general journals, “readers are conikonted Wit
a decreasing probability of finding atlleast.one
|mport’ant article in' their field.* (FHoelub, TlappEIREr
and Eberharter 1991).

+ In the 1970s, the top ten jou/rn;al 1 every field

~were general journals.

+ In the 1990s, half of the top ten jo%uai WEre
specialized journals.




OV GO CURICISICOMIcIENGIEACH
OIIER?

+ Journal Citation REports, pUkliShed
annually: by the Instittte wr
Scientific Information in JJJJ‘—‘Jr)J’
Pennsylvania, provides: statis;
information about all' establit
J‘ournéls.

PA 4



Jiotal Citations

+ Total Citations: (NC) IS thernumBER ol all
citations papers inrthe journal duRnG a
year. A large TC may indicaterajolima
dominance’in the field.

+ A large TC is alsor characteristic off
multidisciplinary journals (suchras Nattire)
and journals catering to broad fields (Stieh
as Journal of GeEophysical  ReSearci):

+ A small TC may indicate a journal‘s
weakness or less frequentfpubllcatlon.
However, it is also typical fior narrew-
specialty Journals even of high quality.




Cited Half=Lre

+ Cited Half-Life (CHL) IS the nNUMmMIDER O
journal publication Vears goeing: baCk iom
the current year which accotint ferS056 01
the total citations received by: the cited
journal in the current year.

+ It indicates the age of Its average cited
articles. A large CHL may imply: Iongevity.
of the published information.

+ However, a relatively small CHL may,
reflect a journal’s emphasis on cutting
edge research and its timeliness.



+ Impact Factor (TE)NS therratiofEtWEEn hs
number: off all current citations o Of SOURCE e

publishedin a journal during therpreviou z ye,JrJ
to the total number of articles that thejeurnal
published during that time:.

+ It can also be viewed asithe fireguencyswWithawhich
the "average article” inithe journall has been cited
in a partlcular year.

+ Itis also believed to be a fair gquality, measure

-‘that "tends to discount the advantage that largey
frequently issued, older journals have over
smaller, less frequently issued, newer journals™
[McDonnell, 1997].
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ARRLOACHIGIITENRE tt/ges of journzls

@L’

+ Sending all' papers;toertoprjouknalsis
risky.

+ Sending all papers torlow=gualiiy:
journals is unsatisfactory.

+ Quantity and quality impertant.

« Having three papers in different

~journals is better than three infone
journal, if the relative quality ofthe
journals is the same.



N

’ L

BIe PUBIISHINGFEUUELS

+ Graduate student journals
+ Note journals

+ Review journals

‘ cha)”j\t\)urnals

+ New Journals

+ Electronic journals
+ Non SCI journals



N
Preterrea pueliSHInereuuELS

+ Regional journails

+ Newer journals

+ Interdisciplinary journals
- Field:\journals

+ Disciplinary journals

1
A 4



Sreo)lznns of Jollrrzlls

Association journals: EGitors ChangereverRyaiew
years, and usually’ accept moere papERSHiom
colleagues and firiends;. SInce the editers ane
chosen from a fiew' major InstitutIens; they gela
larger share of publications. They: are subsidized

by associations. (AER, Econemetrica, IEEE]
ACM)

University journals: Universities protect thelr ewn
interests. Will often have a stated preference for
their own teachers” and students” papers.
Subsidized by universities. (HBR, MIT Sleanh)

Commercial journals: Least likely te have
preferences or biases. Subsidized by reader
subscriptions. %Blackwell, North-
Holland . Elsevier
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REVIEWING JOUIgIcUSHEY)

-

+ Is the journal peer revieweay?

+ Is the journal Inrthe recommended

publishing eoutlet cateaory?

+ Does the Journal have a selid reputation
andfeputable publisher?

.y How Gid is the journal?

«Is trfe journal carefully produced?

« Does the journal come out on time?

+ Are the authors published in its pages
diverse?
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REVIEWING JOUAISHZ)

+ Does the journalpukliSnimoere thaRMIVE ok
Six articles a year?

+ Is the Journal online’ or Indexed
electronically and where?

+ Does it take a long time to get published
once you submit your manuscript?

+ Is the Journal going thro/ugh a transition?

+ Who reads the Journal?
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Matchning your: atiClertor the joumal

+ Does the Journalfhave a tpcoming theme

Or Speciall ISSUE on' youl: topIc

+ Does the Journal have wordrorpade
length limits you can meet?

+ Does the style of your article matchrthe
journal style?

+ Do you know any of theJ/our dl editers?

+ How does your journal require articles to
be submitted?



N

SIStant esitoe):

THRINGS teraSK tIEex

U

+ How' many SUbmISSIONS aryeEalir e OES
your journal receive?

e e

+ What is your journal'sitirnareting
tlme'?

+What'\\|s your journal’s backleg?

A= ¢
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Elements eiferqu ry €]

E06Ie

+ Address editor By name

+ Any human connECtIGNS

+ Why he should be interested

+ Display a knowledge ofi the jotirnal
+ Your tltle and abstract

. Artlc)e s length

+ Not been published before

+ Grants or awards

(13

+ Potential problem to tease review



EMERIGINSIONENOUIEIS
Emma Hoellindrake; ExtiernalRelalionSyASSISialnl

+ “Donrt forget that yeu canralwaysre=mall
an editor outlining Your proposed pPapPEr
(sending just the abstract IS DESt) torSEEN |
they think your paper s suitapler (iFyeu
have three possible journals; send the
outline/abstract to all three Editers!h:they,
are usually more than willing torofifier
advice 'and will often suggest an
alternative journal is they: feel their
journal is not the best one for your paper:



+ One of the best tningsHyeu Calirtorto
ImMprove CNances: of ace punfs

+ Four responses
+"Send it In” — time pressure
+ Mini review with little problems
+Negative response

+No response
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K0 2l fecarcl of youlr

, S N

otiglieziiiorns

+ Some efifective researchers usera
“research log” to:

+ 1) Know when torsend arremindertorthe
editor

+ 2) Prevent resubmission of a rejecte
paperto the same journal and

+ 3) Avoid multiple submission; of several
papers to the same journal within ar short

-~ period of time.



SUuBMISSIeRIgUICENNESIV Ot IE

treunie

+ Following tF
reduces the c‘rn«
manuscript being
journal editors ever
protéss for peer review.

+Ed|t’ors don't like to see a paper: that
“has been correctly prepared for a
competing journal



Reasons for major revision or rejection of Taiwanese
journal papers

O Faulty methodology

B Inadequate references

O Poor quality supporting figures

O Outside the scope of journal

B Not enough contribution to field

@ Authors did not follow manuscript instructions

B Poor writing style and use of English

O Title not representative of study

B Subject of little novel interest or not generally
applicable
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How to understand the Journal’s

INSHUICHONSHOFAUTNPS

+ The Instructions tor AUEhBES contalnfthe

journal’s expectations about:

+ the type of articles accepted

+ the required format fer each’ type oiFarticle

+ type of illustrations
(photographs/tables/figures)

«language

+ publishing charges (if any)
+ any other instructions about the journe



N

Tc)p'ig QIFSURIMISSION




ICa ]Jns,
+ full-length’ research papers,
+ review articles

N
) A
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RIREESURIMISSICHN ERETRONIE
geljtor

2duired or not?




English [FEVE]

: ;—J/ — . - )
+ Britisn or American English
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Britisn Vs US SpENRG

+ Generally, American journals reduieEstsS
spelling and Britishr jeurnals rsq,nw BRICISH
spelling, but m Jny ,stl)z EltNElR formras
long as the spelling Used s ConsiStent:

R

/7\\Haematoma vs hematoma
Analysed vs analyzed
Labelling vs labeling

Behaviour vs behavior



[eXt

Most journals'set a limit enrtne
number of words
number of pages
font size (10-, 11-, or 12-point Size;

line spacing (usually: double-spaced):
right margin or unjustified.
singie)column or double column format
page numbers

‘Some journals such as NatUI%p pVIide templates
- to be used for formatting the manuscript:

LR R R R SRR



I ENOM AN OIS ERIHENICTE

+ Journals differ inrthelr requirement ot

( )
(L
|—L
Gl
( )

page.
+ Most journals specii y the titiepagessnouid
be typed on a separate ¢ Ol paperR anaispouid

include the
'y title;o\f the article
+ author’s name
+ academic degrees
f%éd'dress and university or institute
+ word count
+ name of the person for correspondence
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) i '
>

9 Sl elss

o

T he format ferthera

ﬁ

)

+ The journal Specifies the

number of words permitted (usuaily:
from 250-350 words)),

the content expected inl the abstract;
whether the IMRAD format needs to
be followed,

whether it needs to be typed on ¢
separate sheet of paper.
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The nUmBERGIFKEVAVEIUSHEFUIEE

¢l o

+ Keywords' are req,JJreJ Lo NElpHil
ORI thE

the artlcle DY Seakcn ENGINES
Internet.

> Most Journals Specity the nUmMBEs off
keywords they require, ranging|from
5to 10 in number. They are usually.
“included after the abstract.

.ﬁ_

IR1C
ARG
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The format for the references

U1

> cited Papers
- uted"books

+C|ted book chapters




+ The Instructions: speciiiy/ the

S

7 %ielearly mentioned.

1 ”

TThefermat iR tcll E:

number of tables' permitted
the method to be followed for numbering
word count limit fo Pa' titles of tables

whether a hard copy of the tablestis required

Mosﬁjburnals request that tables be numbered
in the order in which they appear in the pPapEl
and that the position of the table in the text be



* * *  F F *F F

IFple o fnflelt for e ficjlires cric
PHETEYIEPNS

number of figures and photographs:

black and white photoegraphs or Colok

The size of the figures),

captions and numbering

file formats accepted,

publication charges,

hard copy of figures and photographs IS reguired

whether figures and photographs shoeuld be
embedded in the text file or submitted as
indiv]iccllual files, or embedded: at the end off the
text file.

whether the photographs should be printed on
glossy or matt paper.



INSTUCHENS IIBUIREY U i OIISE
Unes, el seeielsi

2

(65

+ Most ’ourr JL) r)I‘J\/JJr‘ mscuct]ons o))

+ru|es for Writ 'U ﬁjﬂ) (JJJJJ]/ Si
1JénJéJ)

AN~ y



used for.
+ abbreviations

+ symbols

+druﬁg'§\

+ brand names of dgg
+ microbial nhames




Visigplerel o stie)rnission =i
[0)in] jourrJaJ




ANUSCHPINT ENOIINELS

Commonly: reguested i MSAYord eV okRE PErH

+ Some journa acce,)z supbmissions In Laliex; JJJf,
EPS, Text, Postscript, or RTE format.

+ If a PDF document Is sc;igred O publication;a
Word or WordPerfect document will"berrequikeds

+ Some journals specify file sizes (individualtHlEs
usuaIIV\\shouId not exceed 1 KB) and file'naming:

+ Thesé should be followed carefully, toravoid

~delays in the review process > Or rejection




N

TV PEreINEVIEWIPHOCESSHOIGWEW

+ The journal-usually mentenSithe

process followed for FEVIEW O the
submitted manuscript.

+ If a double blinded reviewris te e
carried out, authors e € reguested to
ensﬂré that their |dent| dif€ NOL
“revealed.

\J__)r'
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Puolicziiion erizife)es

(

« Some journals may: charge fiofaliithe
pages but others may ,)J'JJJS A al il
nUuMDber off pages firfee and Chakge
only for publishing any pages oVers

this humber

+Co|c5r photographs dre charged 1ol
—as well as illustrations/figures

=) (D

~

(D)

A

l—
t/\(._l

l

(©

exceeding the permitted ngmb .



CoVeretereguiineERis

alS
provide \ Elfy. cCompiie ENENSIVE
Instruction ‘lU r\J rr 'S, EVEn SPECify.

U?

such as JAMASWRICH

/
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Coverte

+ Don't send a |etter sayinaHlittiesmore
than “pleaserfind my manuscHpt
attached”. Your paper does not ook
important

+The cover letter Is your chance to
talk*to the editor of your ta rg
JDurnaL

+ Explain to the editor why you

findings are important and why: they
should be published



CoVERLEWET;

+ General rules for: COVErIEettersy

+ Address to an editor by name

+ Provide your title and publication type

+ Provide a brief' background, rationale and
description of results

+ Explain the significance of your findingsranciwiay:
they would be of interest to the journal’sitarget
audience

« Check the journal’s Instructions to ensure that all
requirements have been complied witk

+ Provide corresponding author details



Waltingher e ouiiials TS

decision

+ Causes off quick rejection:

+ Back-loc

+ Previous paper on subject

+ Editor doesn't like tepic or styi

"
2 A

(D




TYPES el JeumalfaCeCEpicnce

+ Pure accept: almoest neVerNappPeENS

+ Revise minor problems and restubmit:
signs of this are the editer mentioning a
certain date for publication, adding
references, developing conclusion, ok
defining terms.

+ Revise major problems and resubmit:
chance of acceptance 50%. Sometimes
will go back to reviewers sometimes to
editor. Signs are the editor won't say: the
article is conditionally accepted.



When sheul

+ After three months ence a month
+ Four months twice a month
+ Six months every day.

+ The longer the review r_ml—u, r. ]
chah@g you have a pub
may. be negative

« Internal fighting in Journal

+ You may want to consider withdrawing to
another journal

+ Editor’s feedback is key in making this
decision



N

Reminder e-mail ter editer

+“1I'm just e-mailing toringuike anoul
the status off my: articlestitied .
which I submitted to yourjournal on
( date ).”
50 _ e . _
+ Don't get angrier over time, just
keep sending the same e-mail‘more
~often
+ Sometimes editors appreciate
reminder

)

)
\d



Editer stletterfieraima| o)
[EVISION

+ “Enclosed please find the reviewerss reportonour papes
One reviewer hasS MINor FECOMMENAIEIONS O REVISION, thE
other has fairly substantiall recommendations: Althetdh
their reports are very positive aboeut Vour paper, they alse
Include helpful suggestions for IMproving the ' paper,
especially regarding ., Because off the reviewers
concerns, I cannot accept the paper in its present ferms
can offer, however, to send a revised VErsIon ol therpaper
back tothe second reviewer, should you WiShI te: read Work
your argument substantially in line with these reports and
resubmit the paper to us. I am sorry to have te Convey.
what I know will be disappointing news, but I'do feel
strongly that with careful revision this essay: could be
accepted for publication in our journal.”




Editor's |etter iermajerrevision

+ [ am sorry tor have to! FettrFRRyoUuls:
mManuscript because It falls eutsiaerou
guidelines. However, we wouldHikerto
invite you to resubmit yoeur article: In
order to conform to our guidelines; you
would need to be formulate your article to
clarify your thesis and re-situate the piece
within a more scholarly backgrounds.
Thank you for considering our journal and
we look forward to hearing from you.
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Rejectea put can resue!

QD

+ Comes with Feviewer Comiments

+ Editor may say: it willfbe  treatearas a
new submission

+ Editor’s letter can be difficult to

decode
rFg \



+ Editors don't really: ex
your paper again

+ Maybe they arerjus IAg pPoliteE
+ If reviewer comme | o)
you/may con5|der i

L
(D
(D
(e
(gmLp
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)
(D
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Rejected Pl can resupmit

+ Enclosed please find the rEVIEWERSIREPBKES
on your paper. They agree thatyotrnave
a Very promising idea, but that Senous
revision Is necessary. In partictlal they
would like to see . Given' thelr
concerns, I cannot accept the paper ion
publication /n its current form. Shouldiyeu
feel able to address our concerns and
submit a substantially revised version: ofi
the paper, I would be glad te ask the
reviewers to read the paper again.




REJECIEd DU CARESULMIT

+“Given the FreviEWENS FEPOILS, WE
cannot accept your paper fo)p
publication. Shou TJ/[JJ CRAOOSE tO
revise the paper orJJJr Y/
according to the reviewer’s
substantial recommendations and
submit it again to us, we willlsend: it
to new reviewers."”



+ “Althoughi the reviewersrthoughtt
article was @rmru, they navernoted
SOMe Serious: JW.) tRat mUust Be
addressed before the article is
publishable. Please see the at J cEd
for the reviewers suggestions.”

AR 4



Rejectea

+~Is not publishable”

+“Is not ready for publication”

+ “Cannot be published at thisftime™

+“"Does not meet our standards fior
pub/li"c\:@tion”

+"Is not right for us”

+ Positive language is not a sign-or a

second chance
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REJECIECPAIET

+“I"m sorry to returnyoeurarticle; ol
our submission guidelinestreduiie
that articles reveal somethingrnew.
and demonstrate a i‘J"]JJi)JJJ" Fejgzlsie) o)f
previous criticism on the topic. Your
submission lacks this dimensioniand
therefore we cannot considerit
further at this time.”



REJECIEU [P IET:

+“Thank yoL 'for Offering US youl:
ManUSCript We Raver read Wit
interest and regret that We cannot
accept it for publi 5L)r] We hope
that the attached readers| report
provides helpful adV|ce as youl revise
“your paper for publication in another
journal.”



REJECIEA By EAILOL
*‘“gOO dugkll
+ NO peer revien

+ \/ery fast

+ Reasons: backlog, tee many: articles
on t/o“ﬁgic, FEVIEWEFS rEPOFt to NOSLIIE,
+Don't ask for report just moeve on to
plan B.



+Your options:

+ Abandon the article.

+ Send the article WIthi ner Changes to
another journal.

. Revj§ég the article and send It te
another journal.

« Protest the decision and try: tc
resubmit the article to the rejecting
journal



AVOIEREN O U SIRTCHNCONSTSTEN )
[E]ECIOUIFIENELS
Temporarily: aveid journalsSwilchralwaysirejEct
you
The editor still' remembers badicomments abolis
YOUr papers.
Wait until a new: editor ISiappointed:

If you think there is prejudiceronithe basiSTeifsexy
race, or nationality, you may: consider using

ini_‘tﬁ\als instead of spellingl out the first-and
middle names.
 First and middle names, as well asilast name;"
often reveal the sex, race, or nationality. of
the authors.

You may write your full hame after the paperis
accepted.
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~or More Inieratien

+~WWW., Editing.tw.
+WWW.,Ser Jnars;tw

- ~—

> R

Michaelson, I-‘|erbert How: to Write & Publish: Engineering Papers and - Reports, OryX
Press, 1990. Ghapter 6 discusses abstracts.

Bob Bly, Research papers for dummies, Wily and Sons' Ltd, 2004
/Kwan, a Publishers Handbook, University of Illinois hi GER%//WWW.. FeIE. Org)/!
" Robert W. Bly, The White Paper Handbook, Themson, 2006
How to write and publish an academic paper in 16 weeks
How to attend, speak or present a poster at an academic conference

How to speak confidently in public in 18 weeks — by Stew ace


http://www.editing.tw/

