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I do not like to write. Most people to whom I reveal this small,
personal truth find it exceedingly odd, suggesting by their
expressions that I ought either to repair my attitude or develop
the discretion necessary not to go around telling people about it.
Apparently these people hear my confession as an admission of
fraud. Because my professional life centers on the written word—
on producing it, interpreting it, teaching it, and teaching others

to teach it, people assume that I should enjoy writing. Not at all.
I inevitably view the prospect of writing with a mental set more
commonly reserved for root canals and amputations: If it must be
done, it must be done, but for God’s sake, let us put it off as long
as possible. (165)
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Nothing has been more productive of injury to young literary
students than those stories, or legends, about great writers having
written great books in a very short time. They suggest what must
be in a million cases impossible, as a common possibility . . .

It is much more valuable to remember that Gray passed fourteen
years in correcting and improving a single poem, and that no
great poem or book, as we now have the text, represents the first
form of the text . . . Almost everything composed by Tennyson
was changed and changed again, to such an extent that in almost
every edition the text differed. Above all things do not imagine
that any good work can be done without immerse pains. (45-46)
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Think before you speak is criticism'’s motto, speak before you
think is creations. —E. M. Forster

I write because I don t know what I think until I read what I have
to say. —Flannery O’Connor
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You write—and find you have something to say.
—Wright Morris

Creation must take place between the pen and the paper, not
before in a thought or afterwards in a recasting.
—Gertrude Stein

But I really write to find out what I know about something and
what is to be known about something . . . I write books to find out
about things. —Dame Rebecca West
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There seems to be a sort of fatality in my mind leading me to
put at first my statement and proposition in a wrong or awkward
form. Formerly I used to think about my sentences before writing
them down; but for several years I have found that it saves time
to scribble in a vile hand whole pages as quickly as I possibly
can, contracting half the words; and then correct deliberately.
Sentences thus scribbled down are often better ones than I could
have written deliberately.

—Charles Darwin
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Figure 3.1
Sample Cluster Diagram

Does S.W. take too much

time from teaching? Do some faculty
over prepare for
lectures?
What standards
exist _for excellence?
Who reads scholarly
essays, anyway?
What the major
benefits of S.W.?

How does S.W. simulate
creativity?

What are course

loads at 4 year

How do academicians write? schools?

~

Why do so few

academicians write?

*S.W. = Scholarly Writing
Topic: Why Should We Engage in Scholarly Writing?
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Figure 3.2
Sample Pie Diagram
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satisfying

S.W. creates a
community

S.W. improves
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of a discipline

S.W. improves
teaching

S.W. puts authors in
contact with a wider
audience
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Figure 3.3
Sample Issue Tree

Why Conduct Scholarship?

S.W. provides_financial

¢ . W. improves teachi
compénsation S.W. improves teaching and

promotes intellectual
stimulation

tenure raises promotior/\
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metﬁodi)[ogies original ideas
*S.W. = Scholarly Writing
Topic: Why Should We Engage in Scholarly Writing?
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Figure 3.4
Sample Formal Outline

Purpose Statement:
Audience Statement:

I. Major Theme Related to Purpose

A. Subpoint
1. Example/Explication
2. Example/Explication
B. Subpoint
1. Example/Explication
2. Example/Explication

II. Major Theme Related to Purpose
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